
 

 

Ash Meadow Committee 

Minutes of Meeting 15th September 2016 

 
Present : Jill (Chairman) William (Vice Chairman) Roger, Simon, Jaye, Rosie Chris 

 

Apologies: Andy 

 

1) Minutes of Meeting of 30th June 2016 were approved. 

 

2) Matters Arising  

 

 Metal sheet for base of BBQ purchased and installed. 

 Picnic bench on Ash Meadow repaired 

 Work party has removed benches from undergrowth and strimmed the area 

which the benches occupy. In this way the benches have remained accessible 

but off the field for ease of mowing. This will be done in future, as necessary. 

 Roger had repaired the wooden side barrier by the swings. 

 Tina and Jill had re- painted swings supports and touched up play hut. 

 Roger had repaired window frames of play hut. 

 Laurence has undertaken to maintain the bench in the orchard. 

 Roger had repaired the electric box, such that it is secure, unless vandalised. 

 William had installed a new latch on the bottom gate and erected a new sign, 

'Ash Meadow', produced by Neville Lewis 

 Scott had been invited to mow the orchard and had done this very willingly. 

Some tidying up  is necessary. 

 Dolly had drafted a 'Statement of Purpose' It was agreed that before this was 

released to the Parish Council and placed on the village website, news of the 

Sharpham Trustees' decision as regards allowing a permissive path on the 

western border of the Meadow, would be awaited. The Statement of Purpose 

would be reviewed again at the next Ash Meadow Committee meeting. 

 The summer Funday had been cancelled due to very adverse weather. It was 

agreed that plans for the 2017 Funday should begin well in advance. A 

provisional date of either the 8th / 15th or 21st July 2017 was suggested, to be 

determined nearer the time,  to avoid other local event dates. An Ash Meadow 

Committee meeting would be convened in April 2017 to start planning.  

 

3. Treasurer's Report 

 

 Current bank balance stood at £3271.77 

 £710.40 had recently been paid out for repair of play equipment and this had 

already come out of the bank balance, so the figure above is net of this 

deduction. 

 £373.98 from the table top sale is still to be banked. 

 A £750 grant had been agreed in principle from the County Committee 

Locality Budget earmarked specifically as a contribution towards a new 

storage container (see below). Councillor Tucker's name was mentioned as 

very supportive of the Ash Meadow Committee's activities. 

 A further claim to the Local Authority was about to be put in by William for 

compost which would amount to approx £1000. 



 

 

 Looking forward to 2017 expenditure, it was likely that further costs of about 

£700 would be required for continuing maintenance of play equipment. 

Benches would need further attention/possible replacement. 

 

4. Storage container 

William outlined the result of his investigations, with Jill, of securing some form of 

storage container for equipment in the field. They had visited Dainton who had priced 

an almost new 10ft x 8ft container at £2,330 (incl VAT) with delivery to Ash 

Meadow of £220. It was agreed that further investigations as to a cheaper container or 

another option would be investigated over the next fortnight, failing which, William 

was authorised by a unanimous vote to spend £1800 of the Ash Meadow bank 

balance, which together with the grant from the locality budget would meet the 

Dainton container's full cost and delivery.  

It was suggested that in the fullness of time, it would be helpful to take electricity to 

the recycling/compost area so power tools could be easily used.  

 

5. Work Party 

A work party will next meet on Sunday, 18th September at 2.00pm to prep the area 

for the arrival of the container,  tidy up composting area, sieve and bag more 

compost.Also strim and scythe to tidy up orchard and look at future pruning work on 

the hedge on the eastern side of the meadow. 

 

6. Future Work Parties 

Simon suggested that there should be a clear notice to encourage residents to come 

and help with the Meadow maintenance. In this respect, it was decided that the first 

Saturday of each month, starting at 10.00am, work parties should be convened 

starting on the 5t h November 2016. Jill will prepare poster and piece for Parish 

magazine. 

 Roger offered to prepare an article for the magazine to remind the community 

of the meadow's purpose, its need for volunteers and the role of the 

Committee. He requested sight of the previous ‘Rotter’. 

7. Fireworks 

 Simon is overseeing the Bonfire Night event on the 5th November. 

Responsibilities have been shared out and details will be distributed shortly. 

Jill was asked to talk to Chris Grimshaw for lighting and table top. Jill will 

organise a guy-making session with children. A budget of £300 was agreed 

towards the fireworks. This year there will be a suggested contribution of £2 

per person towards the fire works to be collected on the field. 

 

8. Orchard etc 

 Jill will contact Orchard Link and invite a representative to visit the orchard in 

November, to give advice on future pruning needs (or not).  

 Small/failing apple trees will be removed as appropriate and replaced in 

agreement with the committee. Tom Green has indicated an interest in re-

planting a couple in his own garden.  

 Robert Rogers has been asked to cut the hedges. Chris will approach him 

independently.  

 Consideration will be given as to what particular tools might be purchased / 

hired by the Committee to be stored in the container for use by work parties. 



 

 

 Scott to be asked to cut orchard three times in 2017 - May / June  then mid 

July and finally September. He will continue to cut the paths through the 

orchard on a regular basis. 

The Sharpham Apple Day is the 8th October 2016. They will be invited to take  any 

remaining apples from the orchard the week before, having given the Villagers plenty 

of time and notice to take what they want. 

9. AOB 

 Simon inquired if there was a booking form for events on the meadow. Jill 

supplied. Kevan may use the meadow during the winter months on an 

occasional basis (2nd Sunday in the month) for under 8's cricket practice. 

 Simon had received a request from Totnes Caring to supply some of the 

games, we typically use at the Funday. We'll help where we can. 

 

10. Date of Next Meeting is 12th January 2017 in the village hall at 7.30pm 

 
 


