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      ASHPRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING on Thursday July 5th, 2018 at 7.30 pm 
in Ashprington Village Hall. 
Present; Cllr Thompson {Vice Chair}, Cllr Stocks {Chair}, Cllr L Green, Cllr Seeley, 
Cllr T.Green. 
Present; Michael Read, Parish Clerk, County Cllr  Hawkins, J.Green, Tree Warden, 
and three members of the public. 
1. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda. None. 
2. Apologies District Cllr Tucker, Cllr Pearey, P Macey, P3 Co-ordinator  
3. The minutes of the Parish Council meeting dated June 7th, 2018 were approved. 

      4. Matters arising from the meeting of June 7th 2018, not on the agenda. 
           100th Anniversary of the end of the First World War, November 11th., 2018. 
            Stuart Greaves and Cllr L Green outlined the plans for the parish/church. A bugler 

from The Rifles Regiment has been invited by Mr Greaves to play the last post and 
has accepted. 14 silhouettes will be utilised in the parish to commemorate the deaths 
of the 14 people in the parish in the Great War under the auspices of “Were here – 
Not Here” 

            Mr Greaves asked whether the Council would join those sponsoring the acquisition 
of the silhouettes and the Council voted unanimously to support to the tune of £52 – 
the cost of one silhouette plus engraving. 
Concert to Commemorate the Anniversary of the end of World War One 
A parishioner, David Davies, is organizing a concert due to take place in October to 
commemorate the end of the Great War. An internationally known harpist, Lily Neill 
has promised to appear and other performers will be invited to perform. The Parish 
Council voted to donate £100 towards Lily Neill’s fee. The event is scheduled for 
October 21st. 
Merchant Navy Day 
Two red ensigns have been sourced for Merchant Navy day in September one of 
which will fly from the Church Tower. 
Village Clean Up Day 
Cllr L. Green initiated a “Clean Up” day in the village on June 30th and was joined by 
two parishioners. All were warmly thanked by the Chair. There is more to be done, 
so further work may be organized.  
Corkscrew Hill Update  There is still no sign of the notice for the bottom of 
Corkscrew Hill. The Clerk will follow up. 
5. County Councillor and District Councillor Report 
County Councillor Report 
Nothing to report. 
District Councillor Report 
 Cllr Tucker not present. 
6.Tree Warden Report 

            Jaye Green reported that Alex Whish, the SHDC Tree Officer is moving to 
“Landscaping” at SHDC and will be replaced by Lee Marshall as the main contact for 
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tree issues. Telephone number is 01803 861354. A new Chair of the autonomous Tree 
Group, Mr Mark Hall has been elected. 
7. Planning  

            1423/18/FUL. Unit 4, Coombe Park, Ashprington. Change of Use. Refusal SHDC. 
1711/18/TCA J.Strickland, 6 Holly Villas. Tree works. No objection SHDC. 
1840/18/HHO Chapelle Cottage. Roof refurbishment & conservatory upgrade. 
Support. 
2039/18/FUL Field at Sx810568 Smallwell Lane. Erect agricultural outbuilding. 
Support. 
8. Correspondence  
Nothing to report. 
 9. Finance. 
Bank Balances Treasures. A/c  £14,354.87,  P3 - £353.84,  Cemetery A/C- £487.71.   
Accounts Approved and Payable – Clerks Salary, April 1st to June 30th - £570.00 
Income Tax thereon -££380.00. Parish Expenses Q2 - £142.79. ACB Office Services - 
£8.40. Website Domain Fee - £23.98 Income – None. 
10.Village Hall Report  

            The next event is the Quiz Night which will be held on November 10th. The Chair of 
the Council received an email from Jack Skuse at Lower Shapham Barton Farm 
regarding a possible collaboration on a Barn Dance for September 2018. The request 
was passed to Jill Davies who will liaise with Jack Skuse.  Seventy-two people 
attended a successful Village Lunch. A raffle raised £173 for Totnes Caring Charity. 
 11.Ash Meadow Report. 
The large swing at the Meadow has had to be dismantled as it was becoming unsafe - 
it will be removed by Cllr L.Green - a replacement has been costed at £1650.00. – 
There will be a “Funday”work party on July 7th. There has unfortunately been some 
vandalism but the Committee have rectified the damage. The climbing frame is fine 
for probably another year. The next meeting is in September. Composting has slowed 
due to the weather. The orchard has been cut and the field will be cut for the Funday. 
Cllr Thompson was thanked by the chair for clarifying the Insurance issues as they 
affect the meadow. 
12. P3 Report 

            The Co Ordinator is away. The Chair has written to Mr Lewis and Mr Carlyon, 
thanking them for their work strimming the access to Crownley Woods. The Clerk 
will contact Pam Macey to see whether there is any progress in improving the ground 
at the start of Lime Lane. 

 
13.1 Grant Expenditure Options 
Grant funding is likely to available from both District and County Cllrs budgets for 
the year ending March 31st 2018. It is also possible that the Parish may bid for funds 
from the Communities Together Fund {renamed from the TAPs Fund for previous 
years}. However, there are strict conditions for the latter including the need for 
matched funding, cross community benefit etc. plus bids need to be in by no later 
than mid December. It was proposed that at least some of the grant money be 
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allocated to upgrading the play equipment at Ash Meadow some of which needs 
replacing. It will be necessary for the Ash Committee representative{s} to draw up 
tangible and timely plans though, to facilitate a bid for the Communities Together 
Fund at SHDC. 
13.2 Communities Together Fund 
See item 13.1 above. 
13.3 Dart Estuary Forum 
As Chair of the Dart Riparian Parishes Group (DRiP, formerly the Non-Bens), I 
attended the inaugural meeting of the Dart Estuary Forum (DEF) at Follaton House 
on Mon 18 June.  The DHNA had called for DEF's formation, largely in light of the 
fact that the other 4 estuaries in the South Hams already have such bodies. Nigel 
Mortimer, South Hams AONB officer, chaired the meeting, which included scene-
setting briefs by DHNA, Salcombe Estuary, and others from the floor.   
Attendees (approximately 60) represented a very wide range of organisations, 
including SW Water, the National Trust, Environment Agency, Inshore Fisheries, 
Devon Wildlife Trust, Plymouth and Exeter Universities, AONB, Dart Harbour & 
Navigation Authority, RYA, MMO, Westcountry Rivers Trust, Duchy of Cornwall, 
Commercial users Group, DCC, District & Parish Council Reps, and various other 
environmental, maritime and wildlife groups.  These reps will constitute the Dart 
Estuary Forum members, though others, such as Farming and Wildlife Group (FWAG 
SW), are expected to join should they wish. 
The focus of the DEF is environmental, so there is still a role for the broader parish 
interests of the DRiP Group.  
DEF's agenda will be driven by the members' most pressing collective interests.  A 
key first issue identified is data sharing between the various member organisations, 
to enable wider use of already-gathered valuable data streams.  The DeFRA proposed 
Marine Conservation Scheme (MCZ) for the Dart was not discussed at this meeting, 
though it was clear that many of those present are preparing comments on the 
proposal. 
The University reps offered to resource research projects in the estuary, subject to 
suitability.  Such projects might include more detailed water quality work, or 
identifying key indicator species, or measuring microfibre plastic, or other pollutants 
in the estuary. 
The DEF may also work with or consult catchment–wide across the Dart watershed 
when appropriate: to that extent DEF has no definitive Estuary boundary. 
The DEF will meet twice a year at Follaton House, in the spring and again in the 
autumn (essentially either side of the busy summer months).  The next meeting is 
intended for October. 
Cllr Mike Pearey is the inaugural Chair, Professor Tom Hutchinson, Plymouth 
University, the Vice-Chair.  Staff / secretarial support will be provided by DHNA and 
the AONB officer. 
13.4 Severed Phone Line at Bow Creek 

            Cllr Stocks reported that  telephone line from Hill Quay across the river, had been 
cut by a “stray” boat and had whipped back across the road. This is not the first time 
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that this has happened according to the owners of Hill Quay and there are possible 
safety concerns. She is pursuing a possible solution via the BT Complaint route. It 
was also suggested that a warning notice might be placed on one of the river buoys. 
Totnes Community Bus {“Bob the Bus”} 
The Bus Committee have outlined a proposal to start two additional new routes 
between Sharpham via Ashprington to Totnes. If implemented, the bus would run at 
similar times to the existing Wednesday and Friday Services but on Mondays and 
Thursdays also. 
The Council welcomed this initiative which would mean a service running every 
weekday except Tuesdays. 
Notices in the Bus Shelters. The Chair is still intending to purchase cork tiles to make 
posting news of events which will be stuck to the inside walls of the Bus Shelter to 
enable easier posting of notices. Several parishioners have stated that they regret that 
the “old” external board has not been replaced. 
 

           There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.40pm. 
 
The next ordinary meeting is on Thursday August 30th, 2018 at 7.30pm. in the Village 
There will be a meeting to consider any Planning Applications if received, at 7pm on 
August 2nd  
Mike Read, Parish Clerk Telephone 01803 732047  

      Email spooks49@michaelread.plus.com.  
      Website www.ashpringtonandtuckenhay.co.uk. 
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