
 
 

ASHPRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING on Thursday October 6th, 2016 at 
7.30 pm in Ashprington Village Hall. 
Present; Cllr Stocks, Cllr Seeley,Cllr L.Green, Cllr Tom Green, Cllr Evans 
{Chair}, Cllr. Thompson. 
Present; Michael Read, Parish Clerk, County Cllr Jonathan Hawkins, Jaye Green, 
Tree Warden. and three members of the public. 

           The Chair welcomed Pam Thompson of Tuckenhay to her first meeting,who was  
appointed as Parish Councillor by co option to the Council. 
1. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda  None. 
2. Apologies: Cllr Oswald, District Cllr Tucker ,  Pam Macey P3 Coordinator and 
Bob Bowles,Tree Warden. 
3. The minutes of the Parish Council meeting dated September 1st, 2016 were 
duly approved and signed. 

      4.Matters arising from the July meeting not on the agenda. 
        The Chair warmly thanked Cllr Laurence Green and Mr Stuart Greaves for the 

“Memorial Box” placed on the War Memorial much appreciated by parishioners. 
       The new signs have been placed on the War Memorial – its appearance has 

improved markedly in recent weeks according to Cllr L. Green. 
      5.  P3 Report 
      P3 Coordinator not present. More than one route through the field at the 

entrance to Crownley Woods seems to be evolving – Pam Macey and Cllr L. 
Green to discuss with the field owner to rectify in October when he visits the 
Village. 

        
 

      6.Tree Warden Report 
       J. Green discussed the plan to fell the horse chestnut close to Bow Bridge and 

the specialist's report was read by the councillors present. The tree is clearly in a 
bad way and the Council agreed that the only sensible course of action was for it 
to be demolished as if it fell down it could block the river or injure someone. See 
Planning section below. 

                7. Planning  
           2197/16/LBC Sharpham House. Listed Building Consent for formation of opening 

through  internal wall and work to door openings. Conditional Approval. 
     2316/16/VAR R.Seeley. 1 Quay Place, Tuckenhay. Retrospective variation of 

Condition  2  and removal of condition 3 of consent 01/1916/14F.   Approved 
SHDC. 



          2999/16/TCA A.Wilson. Wild Rose Cottage. Trim 3 Hornbeam Trees fronting main 
road. Support. 
3013/16/TPO Mr Mallock, Bow Bridge House. T1 Mature Horse Chestnut. Fell.  

            Support.         
            8. Correspondence. None 

 9. Finance. 
 Bank Balances Treasures A/c  £10864.46{including £750 grant for Ash Meadow,  
P3 - £406.49   Cemetery A/C £487.71  Accounts Approved and Payable – Signage - 
£23.90. Clerks Net Salary July 1st to September 30th. - £494.30  Income Tax thereon 
- £329.20. Parish Expenses. - £105.08 Income Received – Grant for Ash Meadow - 
£750.00 
10.Village Hall Report       
 There will be a Children's party on December 11th.   The Winter Lunch will be 
on December 10th and a Quiz Night on October 15th. There is also to be a party on 
New Years Eve with tickets available now. The Hall has a new lawnmower. 500 
crocus bulbs will be planted donated by the Rotary Club supporting a polio 
awareness charity. In future, a member of AVH committee will email a report 
prior to each PC Committee meeting. 
 11. Ash Meadow Report.  {as. submitted by David Davies} 

      There was a productive workshop on September 18th when a lot more compost 
was bagged up and has subsequently has all been taken . Lots of tidying and 
strimming done. An area to accommodate our new storage facility was prepared. 
William Carlyon is trying to find the best option. 

Notices were put up around the village to encourage people to take the apples 
from the orchard before any remaining will go to Sharpham for their Apple Day. 
Preparations are under way for Bonfire Night. 

      We are still without a Secretary and an appeal is going out for more “Friends of 
Ash Meadow” to join us for our regular first Saturday of the month Work Parties 
starting on November 5th.      

              
                      

      12 District and County Councillors Report.   
      Cllr Hawkins spoke of his concerns for the future of our cottage hospitals in 

South Devon. It looks likely that Dartmouth will close and a smaller hospital 
ward be opened im  the Townstal Area. The Clinic and Doctors surgery would 
also move into the same building. The X Ray unit has already gone. 

      He advised that should the Locality grant not be taken up by Ash Meadow 
Committee it could be used eleswhere in the Parish. 
13. Any Other Business. 

      13.1 Defibrillator{s} for the Parish  A proposal by a parishioner that the PC 
review as to whether it might be appropriate to install a defibrillator{s} was 
discussed at the September Meeting. At the request of the Chair, Cllr Stocks, 
Vice Chair, has been investigating and evaluating options as to whether to go 
ahead with the purchase of one {or two} defibrillators. Cllr Stocks relayed the 



options including costings of three possible sources of supply. Ashprington 
Village Hall Committee have confirmed that they have no objection to the 
placement of a machine on the wall of the Village Hall. 

       At the request of the Chair, Cllr Stocks will set up a sub group consisting of 
members of the community who have shown an interest headed by herself. They 
will consider all options including fund raising, training, implementation etc.It 
is proposed that an event will be held to discuss the proposal open to all 
members of the Parish as soon as possible. The Council will also consider 
applying for funding to the TAPS fund.  

      13.2Feedback from the Sharpham Trust September Meeting. 
      Following the long debate at the September PC Meeting, the Trust Trustees have 

decided to carry out a review of the Estate's land, including Ash Meadow. It will 
not conclude until next year and so they will not consider any requests for 
change, including the proposed permissive footpath along the western edge of 
the meadow,  
 until after the review. The Council's hands are therefore tied in the interim. 
They also made two further points: 
 * There appears to an increase in “poo bags” and dog mess on Sharpham land 
including footpaths. 
 * They would like pedestrians to use the permissive footpath from the Reservoir 
car park to Sharpham gates. 

      Cllr Tom Green pointed out, endorsed by Cllr Laurence Green, that dogs are still 
walked on Ash Meadow although residents may not be responsible. More signs 
will be erected to replace the sign that is missing. 

      13.3 Feedback from Clerks/Councillors Meeting, October 3rd at Follaton House. 
              .The Clerk gave feedback on a number of issues: 
      Service – There have been major problems at SHDC in call handling – now 

improving and over the worst. 
           SHDC Website; Existing one is not working well – it will be revamped by the 

end of 2016.and should be quicker and easier to use. 
       Planning – Applications up 12% in 2016 – service issues improving – now 13 

officers in situ. 
        Joint Local Plan; Between Plymouth/South hams/West Devon. Consultation 

process ongoing. 3000 responses received from the public – ongoing into 2017. 
     Community Reinvestment Fund. Matched funding over £5000 may now be 

available. 
       Locality Officers Officers are now in place – the Clerk detailed how they might 

now be used. 
13.4 Public Consultation On the Future of our Community Hospitals and 
Services. 

           A Public Community Meeting on the above will be held ain Ashprington Village 
Hall  on Thursday October 20th at 6.30pm to 7.30pm – all are welcome to attend. 
 TAPS Fund 2016 Bids 



The Clerk explained how the fund works for the coming round of bids. Bids 
need to be made to SHDC for a share of the total “pot” for the District of circa  
£75,000.           

      The next ordinary  meeting is on Thursday November 3rd, 2016 at 7.30pm  in  the 
Village Hall.  

 

      There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.17pm 
 

 
       
 

       
       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       
 


