
ASHPRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING on Thursday 5th March 2015 at 
7.30pm in Ashprington Village Hall. 
Present: Present: Cllr Widdicombe {Chair}, Cllr Peters, Cllr Evans, Cllr Green, 
Cllr Stocks, Cllr Phillips. 
In Attendance; Michael Read, Parish Clerk, County Cllr Hawkins, District Cllr 
Tucker and two members of the public. 
1. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda.   
2. Apologies – Cllr Osborn, Tree Wardens J.Green and Bob Bowles, P3 

Coordinator P.Macey.      
3. The minutes of the Parish Council meeting dated 8th February 2015 were duly 

approved and signed. 
4. Matters arising from the Ferbruary meeting not on the agenda.                                                   

None 
5. The P3 footpath report has been submitted to DCC. Parishioners have 

praised the work, now completed, to the path between Sharpham and Totnes. 
6    Tree Warden Report -Bob Bowles has approved the removal of some small  
      hazel bushes and medium sized ash trees on the top of a wall near a field in  
 Tuckenhay. They are unstable and self sown and could pose a  risk to the 
 road. 
7. Planning –  
      01/3105/14/F J.Hitchins. Frogmore Cottage. Single Story extension to rear and  
       replacement garage. Approved SHDC 
      01/0184/15/TCA I.Pickerell, 3 Rose Cottage. Fell T1 Eucalyptus. Conditional    
 approval 
     
8. Correspondence – none. 
9. Finance 

Bank Balances, Treasurers A/c £9,159.08. P3 - £406.49  Cemetery Account 
£487.71 
Accounts Payable and approved – None. 
Income – None 

10. Village Hall Report.  The  Summer Lunch is on June 13th at 12.30 for 1pm. The  
AGM is on April 14th. The next Quiz Night is on October 3rd and the Winter 
Lunch on December 5th. Repairs are needed to a party wall and to replace 
stones at the front of the hall.  

11. Ash Meadow Report. The cement has now been laid. The Compost Area 
opens officially on March 7th. The new Committee is in post chaired by Jill 
Davies. Cllr Green has retired from the Committee after 22 years service. 
David Markson and Mandy Chatwin have also left the Committee. Repairs 
are needed to the swings. 

12. District and County Councillors Report.   



      The average increase in the precept for a Band E property next year will be 
£29. There is some disquiet over the working of the TAPS fund. Opinions are to 
be sought over the mechanics of distributing the money. 
SHDC has won two prestigious national awards for the quality of its services 
including runner up for Best District Council.  
Cllr Green praised the Council on its prompt improvements to the entrance 
drive to the church. 

 14 Any Other Business. 
     14.1 Placement of benches in Tuckenhay. -The Council agreed that a bench 
may be placed in Tuckenhay behind the notice board following the dissolution 
of the Bow Bridge Trust. The Trust currently finances the cutting of the grass 
near the bus shelter and notice board and may seek volunteers when the current 
contract expires. Furthermore, some Tuckenhay residents would like to place a 
bench near the footpath between Tuckenhay and Cornworthy along the creek, to 
commemorate the life of a Tuckenhay resident. The Council approved this 
providing the landowners permission is obtained. DCC have no objection. 

14.2 Bob the Bus/Harbourne Shuttle {Now renamed Totnes Rural and Community 
Bus Association} – The Parish Council agreed to make a donation of £50 to the 
Association.   
Sharpham Drive  
The Chair and Clerk will seek to obtain the landowners permission for the 
placement of a mirror opposite Church Close. 
The Chair pointed out that elections for parish Councillors will take place on  
May 7th {the same day as the General Election} and encouraged parishioners to 
consider standing for election. An open question and answer session will be 
held at 7pm in the Village Hall prior to the April Meeting on the 2nd of April for 
prospective applicants. 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.24 pm. 
The Annual Parish Meeting will be on April 2nd at 7.0 to 7.30 afterwards. 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30pm. 
 
The next meeting is on Thursday 2nd April in the Village Hall at 7.45pm.  
 
 
 


